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institution, and the Bracebridges agreed to post-
pone their return till the work had been com-
pleted. The pamphlet was published anony-
mously in 1851, under the title of The Institution
of KaiseTwerth on the Rhine.
Florence reached England in August 1850, and
went to Lea Hurst, She came back with the idea
of obtaining permission to take a course of training
under Pastor Fliedner and then establish an
English Kaiserwerth ; but no sooner had she
returned to her family than dejection overcame
her again. How impossible it was, she thought,
ever to make her mother and Parthe realise that
there was nothing shameful, nothing unladylike,
in such a plan. They had been shocked when
she revived that old scheme, so often debated
between them. Mrs. Nightingale wondered what
she had done to deserve a daughter who refused to
follow the normal path and disappointed hope
after hope, and prayed that by some means
Florence might be induced to marry Richard
Monckton Milnes. Florence met him sooa after
her return, but, although at this time hopeless of
achieving her ambition, she still felt unable to be
the wife of a man to whom social success was the
breath of 15fe. Mrs. Nightingale, foiled in that
direction, had another project It was the es-
sence of her creed that a woman should marry ;
but, as Florence saw differently, her mother
urged a " respectable" alternative. A literary
career was looked upon as suitable for women -
the Nightingales were intimate with Harriet